
Selah City Council 
Study Session 
November 14, 2006 
 
Mayor Jones opened the Study Session, introducing Huibregtse, Louman Associates Engineers Ted Pooler 
and Jeff Louman.  Mr. Louman stated they would review current and proposed projects for the City of Selah. 
 
Ted Pooler thanked the Mayor and Council for their time and interest.  He noted his firm appreciates their 
relationship with the City of Selah. 
 
Mr. Pooler addressed the Sanitary Sewer Plan, noting it is a document that is not required by the Department 
of Ecology, but which is very important because it acts as a guide for the growth area.  He said the next step 
is to examine the bottlenecks in the existing system and also provide estimated flows so when sewers are 
extended they will be adequate.  He stated they are reviewing now, and planning for the future. 
 
He said the next project is the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project.  He stated Thursday will 
be the pre-conference with Mountain States and their subcontractors with an anticipated start date of 
December 4, 2006.  He noted the sludge drier has already been purchased and is ready to be shipped.  He 
noted they plan to coordinate the new construction with regular Treatment Plant operation.  He stated the 
City purchased an engine-driven pump which will be on standby throughout the construction process.  He 
estimated completion in 10 months (by Oct 1, 2007), noting the first months they will be clearing the site and 
getting the foundations ready.  He noted conduits and piping will need to be located correctly in foundation 
before beginning the facility.  He stated the pre-treatment clarifier and sludge-holding tank will proceed 
more quickly because those are both under the contractor's control.  He stated they will know more after the 
pre-construction conference on Thursday. 
 
Mr. Pooler moved on to the Stormwater Management Project, noting the City has received a $75,000 grant 
from the Department of Ecology to update its Stormwater Management Plan.  The Council will need to adopt 
an Ordinance for construction stormwater control, an Ordinance covering illicit discharge into the 
stormwater system, and then an Ordinance to establish the City's Stormwater Management Program for 
redevelopment of developed areas as well as new development.  He noted that those ordinances must be in 
place by the end of 2007.  He stated Step 1 will require input from stakeholders, and Step 2 will involve a 
stormwater permit program and meeting those requirements.  He stated Public Works Director Joe Henne 
and the Public Works staff will draft ordinances that will come before committees and eventually before the 
Council.  He noted the Stormwater Management Plan is not necessarily construction related. 
 
Jeff Louman asked whether the Council might want to involve students who presented a stormwater plan to 
the Council earlier this year.  He suggested the Council could make participation available.  After some 
discussion, it was determined that Joel Freeborn was the student with a project. 
 
Mr. Pooler moved on to the Capital Facilities element of the Comprehensive Plan under the Growth 
Management Act, noting the City received another $2,500 to update capital improvement maps.  He noted 
this update must be completed by next July. 
 
The next item Mr. Pooler addressed was the Selah Loop water and sewer extensions.  He stated initially that 
project included only water and sewer extensions under the portion of pavement that would exist when the 
County rebuilt Selah Loop Road.  However, the County caused some problems with water supplies and 
septic systems from Goodlander to Weems, so now the project will need to include sewer crossings for 
extension of sewer lines to that area.  He stated those would be dry for now.  Yakima County will move 
forward with that road project by next summer.  He stated the need to develop an interlocal agreement with 



the County so that costs can be assigned for the different areas of the project.  He stated the County will pay 
for the pipelines made necessary by their road project. 
 
Public Works Director Joe Henne noted the extension goes as far as the sycamores and ties in just west of 
pressure reducing pumps. 
 
The sixth item Mr. Pooler addressed was renewing the NPDES permit for the WWTP.  He stated that permit 
is now out for public review, and they will be taking comments until December 8.  It will become effective 
February of 2007 and govern the Wastewater Treatment Plant operations for the ensuing five years.  He 
stated most of that is in agreement with the previous agreement with DOE and the maximum daily loads for 
Selah Ditch study that was done.  The latter is in the detailed implementation phase which is "who does 
what, when, and how" phase.  This must be completed by October 2007.  The City of Selah is the lead entity 
in addressing implementation of water quality improvement for the Selah Ditch. 
 
Mr. Pooler noted the only item left of the 2006 Street Maintenance Program is surveying on Goodlander 
from Cherry to 1st to look at drainage and shouldering. 
 
Mayor Jones said he only has one question about the Selah Ditch and that is who will catch the beaver that 
keeps blocking it up. 
 
Mr. Pooler stated they met with the DOT to discuss the “fish bed & breakfast” where the beaver set up home. 
DOT is looking at that section of the Ditch as a mitigation project for work with Army Corps of Engineers, 
so they may want to keep the beaver there.  He stated DOT's implementation plan includes planting along the 
ditch.  The Ditch is a managed environment where we can look at wildlife and strike a good balance. 
 
Councilman Schmidt asked if anyone has been up Ahtanum, noting there are a million beavers up there.  The 
Department of Fish & Wildlife has given up on them.  Mr. Pooler said the TMVL process discusses fecal 
coliform within the Ditch, and the plan starts with determining if there are any illicit connections with the 
stormwater system. 
 
Mayor Jones said he hopes they'll come up with a plan, noting it is a good area for children to explore natural 
habitat. 
 
Mr. Pooler said we’ll need to look at total daily maximum load, because part of that is public access and 
education. 
 
Jeff Louman stated the projects would cover are mostly completed.  The Crusher Canyon dedication went 
well impressed Transportation Board Executive Director Steve Gorcester.  He noted the Council Agenda 
today includes the final Change Order for the slope along Naches.  He stated the TIB agreed that that is a 
good use of their funds.  They will close out the process after construction of the retaining wall.  He noted 
the Stormwater Permit will remain open through the winter since vegetation did not take hold before winter 
arrived, and it requires regulations and monthly reports since there is a chance runoff could make it to the 
Naches & 3rd Street catchbasins. 
 
He reported the Zone 4 Water System Improvements are complete and reports have gone to the Public 
Works Trust Fund.  He stated when they have the final reports, retainage can be released. He reminded the 
Council these improvements began with water mains to the Well #6 area on Speyers and 4th Street about five 
years ago.  Improvements include water mains on Fifth Street and Southern, a new telemetry system at 
Public Works, a new reservoir on Lookout Point, etc.  He noted a number of things were completed within 
budget with the exception of Yakama Juice extension. 



 
Mayor Jones asked since Wells 3 & 4 are drawing sand, will we be relying less on those, if we build a new 
well. 
 
Mr. Louman responded that he would not say that because that is the best quality water in the City and could 
be combined with a lower quality.  He suggested the City maintain those wells.  He stated they are targeted 
for replacement, and, although it will be expensive, it should be done.  He stated with Well 8 in place, it 
could be used to the fullest extent. 
 
Mr. Louman moved on to the Public Works Shop noting architects Brockway Offer Raab are on hold for 
determination of the size of the Emergency Operations Room which will be housed within the facility.  He 
noted it needs to be moved forward before spring, partly because the New International Building Code will 
come out this spring and building plans may need to be changed to meet new requirements.  The City Shop 
location also impacts the site of Well No. 8; it will be built within 100 feet of the Shop site.  He noted the 
Drinking Water Revolving Fund moneys are a part of that.  The next step will be public notice, then analysis 
of impairment (or non impairment).  He stated the City and staff acts as the Water Conservancy Board's staff 
for this, and it is a long process.  The Federal environmental process requires a cultural resource survey, and 
the City cannot spend funds until that process is complete.  He noted Well 8could be more than 1,100 feet 
deep, and they will use a 16 inch interior casing.  He noted the Carlon Park well is artesian, but they don't 
know whether Well 8 will be artesian. 
 
Mr. Louman stated neither the Shop nor Well 8 can be constructed until the Selah Loop Road improvements 
are made.  He said this is because Speyers will be an alternate route during that construction.  He noted the 
City's current construction standards/specifications are dated, and it is time to update those, which will be a 
$3,000-5,000 effort. 
 
He stated the 6-year Comp Water Plan items are completed, noting it is highly unusual to have information 
on the last 6 years of consumption.  He noted there seem to be few things of significance that loom on the 
horizon.  There will be conservation requirements; the Health Department is designing regulations, which 
may require leakages to be fixed.  He stated he ill be meeting with the Public Works Committee in months to 
come starting in January.  They will subsequently bring items to the Council.   
 
Mr. Louman said he and Mr. Pooler are happy to come before Council.   
 
Mayor Jones suggested meeting with the Council on a quarterly basis.  It was generally agreed that those 
quarterly meetings will begin in February. 
 
At 3:56pm, Mayor Jones declared a five-minute recess. 


